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Musical Ability. — Of the special gifts, musical ability and
ability in representative drawing are not necessarily closely
related to general intelligence. Transcendent achievement
in any line, however, usually is associated with high general
ability. In any kind of musical performance many physical
and psychological functions are involved. An inventory of
simple psychological elements needed for musical ability may
be made by means of the Seashore tests of pitch, intensity,
time, consonance, rhythms, and tonal memory.20 These
cannot be applied with accuracy until the child has attained
a mental age of approximately ten years. The results of the
tests, considered in connection with teachers' observation of
the children's response and proficiency in music as well as
their own expression of like or dislike for it, supply a useful
prognosis of this ability. "The outstanding musician will
be he who combines these totally or partially uncorrelated
elements in high degrees of excellence in each." 21
COMPLEXITY    OF    PROBLEMS
Problems rarely occur singly. Sometimes a dozen different
problems may be found in one individual. One child may
have low intelligence, a speech defect, unco-operative par-
ents, heavy outside work to do, a tendency towarS stealing
and lying, and other difficulties and personality defects.
Frequently, however, one major problem may be discovered.
If this is successfully solved, the other problems, which are
largely by-products of the major difficulty, will disappear.
The intelligent parent and the intelligent teacher will
want to know the circumstances under which certain be-
havior occurs. Sometimes stubbornness, for example, indi-
cates a laudable independence; sometimes it is a mask for
fear; occasionally it is a manifestation of a serious mental
20 C. E. Seashore, The Psychology of Musical Talent. New York: Silver,
Burdett and Company, 1919.
2*Leta S. Hollingworth, "The Child of Special Gifts or Special Deficiencies,"
in Carl Murchison's A Handbook of Child Psychology (revised edition),
p. 844.

